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of nations should take precedence of all other matters ; and
the Conference then turned to the reconstruction of the map of
Europe. In this the guiding principle was supposed to be
" The Self-Determination of Peoples," but in many districts
races were so intermingled that it proved impossible to draw
frontiers rigidly separating them. The territorial changes
ultimately made were as follows : (i) Alsace-Lorraine was given
back to France. (2) A Republic of Poland was created out of
the territories annexed by the " robber-states " in the Partitions
(N6). (3) Of the subject-races of the defunct Austro-Hungarian
Empire, the Bohemians now formed the Republic of Czecho-
slovakia, the Serbs, Croats and Montenegrins joined the old
Kingdom of Serbia to form Yugo-Slavia, and Transylvania
was annexed by Rumania. (4) Four small Baltic peoples
hitherto absorbed in Russia gained their independence as
Finland, Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania. (5) Turkey-in-
Europe was limited to Constantinople, the Sea of Marmom
being " neutralised," while Syria was handed over to France,
and Mesopotamia and Palestine to Britain under " Mandates "
from the future League.
The clause in the " Fourteen Points" about Germany
repairing the damage she had done in the war was now inter-
preted as including almost the whole cost of it—a sum so vast
that it had to be left for a later Commission to fix it; and an
attempt was made to justify this by compelling her to admit
sole responsibility for the conflict. Her army was limited to
100,000, she was forbidden to keep submarines or military
aeroplanes, the whole of her navy and most of her merchant
vessels were confiscated. The Germans had hoped that their
acceptance of a republican constitution would soften the hearts
of their foes, who had declared that they were only fighting to
destroy the Imperial regime; but their appeals and protests
were in vain. The Treaty of Versailles was signed (June 1919)
in that Hall of Mirrors where the German Empire had been so
proudly inaugurated fifty years before. Similar treaties were
signed during the next few months with Austria (at St. Ger-

